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ACT IX

Featuring a musical tribute to
Big Mama Thornton, performed by
Pamela Sneed, Mara Rosenbloom,

Michael Vatcher and Jasper Stadhouders
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June 8, 2024—Doors at 8pm
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Willle Mag “Bip Mame' Tharabte 1o Ia my oplalsa
the gretonl female bluss sirger of s wd Ly otuer
Secade. She comtlnes Lhe dennitive sad peraoanl goalitlss
of the gresl ounlry biet minpers Liee Mamahis Minnla
inf Ledibs Kimbrougs ind tha shdwmuaah|p and porwerful
dallvery of the grost legends of e 10208 soch ax Ms
Rainey s Dasais Smith, Blg Mams cis gat as rough ae
Eny grasl bees asilsl =hes she blows s barmonics
and beils owl e rhpthm bebind & oel of Srams, she cxn
ba is magnificent as Blahable Jucksom whes gha singe
aongn like “Semmarlimy'®, i iha can be Lha read pers
#eshl and soasltlve cousiry Bluay erilet an evidessed an
thin aitum by the two eelections with Fred MeDowall,
Bat al all Umes Dip Mama is herash] = she doean't ey
to be anybody oles, SomeUmes she makes wp her own
SBngs B #ha goes Along bul weually Dip Mama tukes any
song khe Ihes dndd makes 0L lsls her owm persosal gxe
. 1 Bave hewrd DI Mama al siay dfferont
s [rom Hdsen-homa® beer polais 1o the stages of
"8 [miil concert kalls and gvirywhers Big Mama
By been hersell, Dip Muma singm the Ewale ahe bas
kagwn Al ker 1ife - manle she fesls = sange which havs
mearing lor har - blees which deal with everyday 1lfe as
ahg Pan exparisnced I = nol always an gaay Lils = =atly
& rough and hard 1ife wilh maay daappslstmants in bove
and glhar relatloaships = bol thal Is the esseace of e
biwts = i5d ey are undvarsdl, A pardos who his nover
sxparienced 2 blues @5 & Fise bird Indeed [Diflferest
pripls bave miny wiys o expross thelr biees and Dag
Mami lf dere sbiul har wiy, Shs slags 152 pliye is Te
leag wnd rich tradllioa of hér prodéciasérs - G mes
ard womgn whe have made Kegre musie e sail im-
poriant inleeace in pagular music Croophost tha world.

Willla Mae Thoraton was born and raised s Alibami,
Her [ster was & minlsier Lod bar =a0us alid sang bn
e church. When Willle Mae wis 14 sha et koo 10 tour
with Ly Het Harlém Revlew oul of Atanis, Georgla, ind
remalesd with s abaw wqll] 1948 when she weak be
Heuston, Taxss, ho ona lsght har how ts sing or later
Bow ko play ihe Barmonice asd druma, Willle Mis just
wilehed olheri ind Lried Bings. Daring her afay im
Houston Blp Mima met and ohsesved mosy of v groal
bluss men §ld Jendér Pirker, who sireagly infueaced
er harmordes afyle, Lightsing Hopions, Lewsll Fulson,
Qule=euly Drown, and meny olhare.

In the early 13308 Blp Mama Thorslen midd bes
firsl pegardiogd. The NEdl wis relewsd wedar U pime
of B Mirles Stars with Willte Mas slsgleg. Thes Pea-
it FEfasdd dlgeed has aad in ¥9E2 aho was récerding
for Uhat label n Low Angeles, whers sha wis appearing
with iha Johnsy Otis ahow, whes tha Ben ualeoden leum
&f Lalsar and $olier harscied har & ssng scribbled on a
paper bug. Big Mama locied Il over and siarbed aisgleg.
he lked e aceg aad findly reserded 1§ bl 15 wagn'l
rebenaed unll 3053, VWnen " Hound Dop" (asdly camb oul
£t pul Blg Mama's ravw ol over the cousiry. She wis ba
Dayten, Chio, &t the Ume v 2e Lits Jebany Ace kod
anc® FRerd abd wesd on leur frem cosdl b9 caal, Liter
Elvis Fresley aguln mads the soag laby sRIL bal 1t redlly
I Dif Mama's ""Heund Deg'® = ehe S6cle I8 and meda 11
e oww, [ 1%56 afler & foar with OQulemsouls Drosn Big
Mimd cifg fo e Weat Saial dgiln ind dicided 15 aliy.

Vhes [ frst Bewrd Bip Mams Thernaloa ta LBEL 0 wis
at & gmill cbed In Sants Crod o e baich, The bar was
filled with guilors asd ameorved youspalers obwlouily
enjoying the music. Dekind the drums was Biy Mama,
on e plens wis Raby Calloway, tnd Pela Lewin played
e puliar, [ was & real down-boma blues group and Dig
Muma reully ging vp & slérm| B ilee played Rismanica
which she kept goaking In & glasi pext 12 her devene mnd
from e (o lims she would bles Barp wilh ons hsd

BIG MAMA THORNTON IN EUROPE
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whils kidplig tha drim baal pedng wiih iee iher. Early
I LREA Jimmy Lyoas calbed rms b0 ask wham | would ra-
commsad (sr thalr Diues Aleresos 1o be part of tha1Ri4
Mortnrey Jars Fesllval wed (v QIF0 Ruse which e ume 13
my =ind wid DIf Mema Thorssee, All of us who werd
thare koew whil happencd 11 wid fuat U wiy Ralgh
Qlenson akld |1 In the San Frenciecs Chrenleha YA plx
fact, 300 possd Vs slager breks op yealerday alier-
neon's Fecerd crowd st the Manterey Jurd Festlval. The
slnger, Dig Mamis Thorates, recelved & flinding ovillan

from e orewd of §000 far kar resdilzaof ' Heyrd Dog'
asd n blues of her ows cemgaaitien “1'e Losil™,

B5 8 fud) of 1964 [ hed Dodd Horad Lippsmiss, pro-
apcar of Dve now anvail Americin Felk Dises Featival
which fowrs all of Berope, aboul Dig Mama Therslon
and har bramandius auccais kb Maaleey Led be Wi very
anthuncd aboel e podalbibity of Anally geiting & real
lows=dawn famile blues slager Lo lowr w1tk e Feallvid,
AL Arsd Dig Mums wun & b reluclanl aboul the Lrip b=
chune dhe Bad similir diglikes for alrplensy a3 dogs
Lightalng Hophing, Gbut s fnadly agreed oy makp [
Erip. AS L lurned cut g Mame certiinly wis (e topper
af ke I3 Amecicen Fols Dlues Feastival, Her rosileg
“Hound Dog’® mn well an the feds =hich ghe called
** Down-hame Sukecown' werarecelned with anthanisstls
spplises évicyshars In Eurcps, and her mariges Jim
Ajcare win quobed na sayleg: " And he receplion] Wew]
Tou couldn't baliewa 180 Dlg Mime cried, really crisd”

Thin altum wis Fedorded |n Londen with members
of e 1983 American Feik Blues Feablval, Sice ooe of
ihle LP feslures e pawerhl, réckiap, big-beat blues
backed by the Chicupe rigthm seciloa. Sies twe epens
with fwn ssloctions whers Dip Mama 06 Joincd by ondy
Frod MeDowall who hid come aleng and dealded bo help
Bt &l B m dduple of talage. Fred's verls Misatsaipsl
Eeatile-nock paltar aiyle wid Be peclect mabch for Bip
Mumi's seai|live bul slronp volon a8 mhe poured oul @

faw comments and Basghis on thil rainy wiorncon fur
wwiy [rom basve. Dut O dcadlen waan'i ever yeb Bip
Mume siked Fred Below (o oiep saide & miets and ook
over on drams Rersell with Buddy Guy and EBddle Doyd
jelaksg dn. [ feal the sesrion was & pariy eajayed by
alll, giving Bip Mema Thorabon & chincs 8 prosnt o8 &
reeard the miny dierent sides of har caormoes taleat
and bringing b0 an ewer growisg suditase whiund the
world & pasrt bl eajeyiklaviall with e world's gresteat
femule blwes singer: Qg Mama Thoraton,

{Chrie Rrechwils = 1965}

Farsoenal for siek galseilon:

eSwing It o Homa', “Sweel Litide Asgel®™, ""The
Plece™s BAp Mamu Thornlon voenls) Buddy Ouy = gublar;
Fred Below = druma; Eddle Dopd = plunay Jimm Les
Roblniss = asn,

*'Likike Hed Rooster®™ s sume ks Jas but Eddle Boyd =
SEgRA.

“ilakesiy Il & “Hoeed Dog™'; safms ks above bel
183 Wallar Y Shaiy'* Hertza = Baredalel.

Uy Hadvy Lead'® & “Echeal Doy™ Big Mama Thorn-
ton voculs] Fred MeDowsll = gullis,

hgwn-bims Dhaksdown'™y Olp Mama Thorsiss =
hermonlcay Shaky Horlea = hargsdelen; Dddie Doyd -
orgenj plus Dalew, Guy & Roblnloa.

""Your love I8 whers |1 oughl e be''y Bp Mama
Thornien - vooul, harmesion, ind dewmig Duddy Quy =
pullary Edfis Dayd = plind.

"Leasloa Blues™s Bip Mams Thorabss wecal and
diams; Sy Horien = harmesice) plus Quy wsd Depd,
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New York-based poet, performer and
visual artist Pamela Sneed’s genre
defying work is rooted in her com-
mitment to activism and intersectional
modes of thinking, from the 1990s
AIDS crisis to the Black lesbian work-
ing class experience. An example of
this is her most recent and widely
celebrated book, Funeral Diva (2020)
—a poetic memoir about coming-of-
age in the AIDS era, and its effects
on life and art.

Often working from an autobio-
graphical impulse, Sneed’s contri-
bution to ACT IX is no different. For
the occasion, she brings her recently
developed performance project
A Tribute to Big Mama Thornton to
Amsterdam for the first time. Pre-
miering in New York at the beginning
of 2023 and brought to life in the style

of a juke joint—a term within African
American vernacular to refer to an es-
tablishment featuring music, dancing
and drinking—A Tribute to Big Mama
Thornton honours singer and song-
writer Big Mama Thornton. Until her
recent induction into the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame in 2024, Big Mama
Thornton was an unsung pioneer of
rock and roll known for her gender-
expansive style. Through bringing her
hits to life on stage, Sneed locates the
legacy of Big Mama Thornton within
the queer canon through an exam-
ination of her presence as a Black
and transgender performer.

In a prose poem-cum-newsletter
for the Poetry Project in 2020, Sneed
writes: ‘Like Big Mama Thornton, I too
was raised in the church. My grand-
father was a baptist preacher. My

grandmother sang spirituals. I credit
the Black church for my love and
introduction to poetry, the music and
art [ was surrounded by, and through
the lyricism of preachers and women’s
testimonies I learned poetry. Through
this upbringing I identified with
Big Mama Thornton and how she
came to music.’

Sneed will be joined on stage at
Torpedo Theater by Mara Rosenbloom
on keys, Michael Vatcher on drums
and Jasper Stadhouders on guitar.
For the evening, Torpedo Theater
will open its doors under the name
of Juke Joint, and its stage will be
dedicated to the coalescence of voices
raring to be heard—ones joyously
singing their refusal to adhere to
what could be understood as norma-
tive femininity.

Torpedo Theater, Amsterdam

bill

PROGRAMME
8pm
Introduction to Pamela Sneed

8.10pm—Set

The hits of Big Mama Thornton
Performed by Pamela Sneed
(vocals), Mara Rosenbloom (keys),
Michael Vatcher (drums) and
Jasper Stadhouders (guitar)

9:30pm—Drinks

IMAGE Backside of the record Big Mama
Thornton In Europe (1966), signed by
Big Mama Thornton.

COLOPHON Torpedo Theater is a long-running, thirty-seat theatre in the heart of Amsterdam’s city centre. Originally founded by Het Parool, a Dutch national
newspaper, the theatre has been committed to the spoken, written and performed word from the beginning. playbill is an event-based project invested in
the presentation of experimental language and text-based artistic works on the (small) stage. It is curated by Martha Jager and Isabelle Sully, and designed
by Maud Vervenne. playbill: ACT IX has been made possible thanks to the Amsterdams Fonds voor de Kunst, Gemeente Amsterdam Stadsdeel Centrum
and Mondriaan Fonds. This playbill has been printed by Terry Bleu, Amsterdam.



